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OUTDOOR LIVING This comfortably furnished area under a recycled-
hardwood pergola is well used, day and night. Sofa, armchair and day bed, 
Tribù. Bench, Ironwood Timber. Knotte pendant light, Design by Hive. 
ENTRANCE Bernie a rescued tabby, surveys the scene from the front door. 
Chair, Terrace. For Where to Buy, see page 196.
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SHORE LEAVE
With their beachside home expertly transformed, 
every day is a holiday for this young Sydney family.
STORY & STYLING SARAH WORMWELL ❖ PHOTOGRAPHY MAREE HOMER



T he two-minute walk to the Manly beachfront clinched the 
deal for these home buyers. “We had been living in Sydney’s 
leafy suburbia when we decided we wanted to be closer to 
the beach,” one of the owners says. “We took a year-long 

rental in Manly and within a month we were looking for somewhere 
to buy. We were hooked on the beach lifestyle.”

Land on the Manly peninsula, with Sydney Harbour on one side 
and the ocean on the other, is tightly held. Luckily, the community 
network is also strong. “I mentioned to one of the mums from my 
children’s school that we were looking to buy and she said they were 
looking to sell,” says the owner. Upon inspection, the couple knew 
immediately that the contemporary residence offered great potential 
as a long-term family home, but the real drawcard was the ample 
backyard with pool, not to mention the easy access to the outdoors. 
Structurally, the house was in good shape and suited the family’s 
needs, with five bedrooms and two bathrooms on the top floor and 
the lower level dedicated to living, dining and entertaining.

“The house was so liveable and had a great feel,” says the owner. 
“All we needed to do was put our stamp on the interiors.” She and her 
husband, both serious design aficionados, wanted to create a sense of 
casual warmth in their new home, somewhere chic to entertain 
friends but also fun for their young boys, now eight and six, who’ve 
since been joined by a baby sister. 

As long-time admirers of design firm Hare+Klein’s work, the 
couple knew who to call in as soon as the property settled in 2012. 
“Every inspirational image I chose seemed to be the work of   > 

LIVING “Direct access from the outdoor terrace to the 
formal living room gives this house great flow,” says the 
owner. Sofa in Westbury Textiles Lino Naturale linen. Cleo 
armchair, Jardan. Coffee table, Globe West. Floor lamp, 
Gubi. Side table, Mark Tuckey. Hare+Klein sourced a lavish 
selection of fabrics for cushions. Rug, Armadillo&Co. 
KITCHEN/DINING Mixed timbers add warmth and break 
up the neutral palette. Dining table, Hermon & Hermon. 
Chairs, Feelgood Designs. Black stools, Orient House. 
Tom Dixon Slab bar stools, Dedece. Woven pendant 
lights, Globe West. Ceiling-mounted JBL Control speaker.
Designer buy: Well Glass pendant lights, $398/each, 
Dunlin. For Where to Buy, see page 196.

This is the life
With two working parents 
and three children under 
nine, life gets hectic in this 
household at times, but 
their well-designed and 
beautifully furnished  
home makes relaxing and 
entertaining a breeze. “We 
can be entertaining outside 
all day and then, when the 
sun goes down, we can move 
inside and be cosy by the 
fireplace,” says the owner. 
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Summer sorted
“This is definitely a  
holiday-at-home house,” 
says the owner. “In summer 
we often spend mornings at 
the beach, then come home 
and open all the doors to the 
porch. We’ll put on music 
and continue the beach 
vibe.” A handy sand room, 
the coastal version of a mud 
room, means beach grit isn’t 
tracked inside.
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MAIN BEDROOM Vintage timber shutters 
separate the sleeping and ensuite zones. 
Shutters, The Country Trader. Quilt, Pony 
Rider. Tom Dixon pendant light, Dedece.
Designer buy: Elm Cricket table, $995, 
The Country Trader. 
MAIN ENSUITE Custom-made mirrors with 
dark steel frames add texture and contrast.
STUDY/PLAY ROOM The boys enjoy a little 
screen time. Desk, Beechwood. Wallpaper, 
Design Team. Desk lamp, Muuto.
LIVING DETAIL Intimate islands of  
retreat have been created within the  
large central living space. Armchair, 
Stylecraft. Side tables, Anibou. Etching  
(on shelf) by Peter Hickey. Honey Ant 
Dreaming artwork by Adam Gibbs Tjapaltarri. 
For Where to Buy, see page 196.                 >

‘ THE KIDS’ ZONES  
ARE FUN AND HARD-
WEARING, WHILE THE 
MORE ADULT ZONES  
ARE ELEGANT AND 
SERENE.’ OWNER
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H&G HOUSES

‘ THERE ARE PLACES 
TO COME TOGETHER 
AND PLACES TO  
RETREAT TO.’ OWNER

<  Hare+Klein,” says the owner. “With my husband and me commuting 
to the city, and a third child on the way, we were too busy to manage 
the interior design ourselves so we went straight to the experts.”

For Hare+Klein, it marked the first time the team had been given a 
visual brief via Pinterest. “The couple had built their Pinterest boards 
independently of each other and fortunately they chose many similar, 
and some identical, images,” says interior designer Meryl Hare, who 
led the project. “We developed a beach-inspired interior palette, 
referencing the colours of Manly’s foreshore and ocean, and 
introduced warm hues to create a sense of fun for the young family.”

The design process took almost a year and the result redefines 
beachside chic. Floorboards were stripped back and recycled timber 
introduced into the kitchen to break up the neutral scheme. New 
wallpaper was applied to the children’s study/playroom, and the 
patio was extended to create an idyllic inside-outside room. Key 
pieces of furniture were introduced, favouring natural and richly 
textured materials. An outdoor shower was added to the pool area, 
which comes in handy. 

“In summer, we are at the beach nearly every day, and my husband 
wanted the kids to walk straight into the backyard, wash off the sand 
and jump into the pool,” says the owner. “The house works on many 
levels. The kids’ zones are fun and hard-wearing, while the more 
adult areas are elegant and serene. We absolutely love living here. It 
always feels a little bit like we’re on holidays.”                                                #
Hare+Klein, Woolloomooloo, NSW; (02) 9368 1234 or 
www.hareklein.com.au. P
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TERRACE A vertical herb stand keeps these 
keen cooks well supplied. Outdoor furniture, 
Mark Tuckey. Platter, Koskela. String of 
lights, Pottery Barn. Vertical garden, 
Ambient Landscapes. Concrete pavers in 
Cashmere, Eco Outdoor. BACKYARD 
Enjoying a turn on a backyard classic, the 
tyre swing. Deckchair, Koskela.
Designer buy: Brad fire pit, from $1100, 
Robert Plumb. 
SHOWER A rinse off after a swim at the 
beach is a delight thanks to the hot-and-cold 
shower designed by the man of the house. 
The support post is made from a recycled 
railway sleeper. Towel, Temple & Webster. 
For Where to Buy, see page 196.

Porter’s Paints 
Furnace (fireplace 
surround) 

Resene Golden Fizz

Dulux Natural 
White (exterior, 
kitchen)

Porter’s Paints 
Dusty Mule 
(front door) 

Let the sunshine 
in with a jolt of 
summery yellow.

ADD A DASH OF


